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Wisconsin online primary legal resources are not official.   
 
Since 2013, the Wisconsin statutes have declared that the electronic publication by the Legislative Reference 
Bureau (LRB), of the statutes, acts, and the administrative code “are prima facie evidence that they are such 
publications as they purport to be, and are correct copies of such statutes, legislative acts, and 
administrative rules.”   Wis. Stat. § 889.01 
 
Wis. Stat. § 889.01: 
 
Publication by state as evidence of laws. Books, pamphlets and other documents purporting to be printed 
by the state as copies of its statutes, legislative acts and resolutions, senate and assembly journals or orders, 
rules, regulations or decisions of any of its boards, departments, commissions or agencies, are prima facie 
evidence that they are such publications as they purport to be, and are correct copies of such statutes, acts, 
resolutions, journals, orders, rules, regulations and decisions, respectively; and such printed journals of said 
houses, respectively, are prima facie evidence of their proceedings. Electronic documents purporting to be 
published by the legislative reference bureau under ss. 35.095 (3) (a), 35.18 (1) (b), and 35.93 as copies of 
Wisconsin's statutes, legislative acts, or administrative rules are prima facie evidence that they are such 
publications as they purport to be and are correct copies of such statutes, legislative acts, and administrative 
rules.    
History: 2013 a. 20. 

 
The “prima facie evidence” statute and a separate “certification” requirement for the Wisconsin statutes 
published online were enacted at the request of the WI Legislative Reference Bureau in the 2013 WI budget 
bill.  The certification requirement, which is aimed at verifying that the electronic version of a statute 
matches the printed text of an enacted law, applies only to Wisconsin statutes, not other primary legal 
materials.  So, for example, a printed Act that is used to certify an amendment to a statute on the website 
does not require certification when it is uploaded to the Acts database.  
 
Statutes:  The online version of Wisconsin Statutes & Annotations is certified, as described above. There is 
no reference in the Wisconsin statutes to an official version.  “The electronic updated Wisconsin Statutes are 
published under s. 35.18 (1) (b), stats., are certified under s. 35.18 (2) (b), stats., and are prima facie 
evidence that they are the Wisconsin Statutes "as they purport to be" under s. 889.01, stats.” 
 
-─ Wisconsin State Legislature database, http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/prefaces/toc 
 
Wis. Stat. 35.18 (1) (b) requires the LRB to publish interim, updated versions of the statutes online that 
include all general statutes in force.  The online version of the Wisconsin statutes is updated very frequently, 
as legislative events occur.  Certification of statutory updates is required by Wis. Stat. 35.18 (2) (b) (2) 
whenever an update is added online.  
 
The most recent certification is available here: http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/prefaces/certificate. 
 
The LRB can omit tables and graphics in the electronic format of the statutes if it determines the images are 
not compatible, but must provide a note identifying the omission, and a link that provides access to the 
image in some other electronic format.  HTML and PDF formats are available.  Wis. Stat. §35.18 (1) (b) (2). 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/889/01
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/prefaces/toc
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/prefaces/certificate
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/35/I/18
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Authentication:  The website for Wisconsin legislative documents is presented on a secure connection, 
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov. The prefatory material to the online version of the statutes explains how to 
verify that the statutes are being accessed from the Wisconsin Legislature's secure document server. View 
the statutes (or other materials) via the secure webpage, then click on the lock icon in the browser toolbar 
or status bar for verification of any individual page.    
In addition to the Wisconsin statutes, all other legislative and administrative primary legal materials are 
accessible from the same secure website.   
 
There is no mechanism on the WI government website to verify that materials have downloaded securely to 
the end user. 
 
Accessibility and Preservation:   Wis. Stat. §13.92, as amended in 2013, provides for the retention and free 
access in electronic form to acts, statutes, and the administrative code and register.  The Wisconsin 
government documents database has complete or nearly complete retrospective coverage of primary legal 
materials, depending on the category.  See, https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/archive.   
 
Wis. Stat. §13.92 (1) (f) Archives:  
 
(f) Archives. 1. The legislative reference bureau shall permanently maintain each act published under s. 
35.095 (3) (a) on the Internet in an electronic file format that the legislative reference bureau determines to 
be appropriate to allow for the continued usability of the previously published acts and may change the 
electronic file format over time to assure continued usability. 
2. The legislative reference bureau shall maintain a permanent database of the statutes published under s. 
35.18 (1) (b) in an electronic file format that the legislative reference bureau determines 
to be appropriate to allow for the continued usability of the previously published statutes and may change 
the electronic file format over time to assure continued usability. 
3. The legislative reference bureau shall permanently maintain each Wisconsin administrative register 
published under s. 35.93 (2) on the Internet in an electronic file format that the legislative reference bureau 
determines to be appropriate to allow for the continued usability of the previously published registers and 
may change the electronic file format over time to assure continued usability. 
4. a. The legislative reference bureau shall permanently maintain each chapter of the Wisconsin 
administrative code published under s. 35.93 (3) on the Internet in an electronic file format that the 
legislative reference bureau determines to be appropriate to allow for the continued usability of the 
previously published chapters and may change the electronic file format over time to 
assure continued usability.  
b. The legislative reference bureau shall print one or more copies of each administrative code chapter 
published under s. 35.93 (3) and preserve the printed copies as a permanent archive. 
The legislative reference bureau may print and distribute additional copies to other agencies or persons as it 
considers to be appropriate for archival purposes.   
─ As amended by 2013 Wisconsin Act 20 §27g.  http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2013/related/acts/20. 
 
  
Wisconsin Administrative Code:   
As of January 1, 2015, the Wisconsin Administrative Code essentially is an electronic-only publication 
produced by the Legislative Reference Bureau (LRB) under Wis. Stat. §35.93.  The WI government 
documents website is the exclusive updated, government source of the current Wisconsin Administrative 
Code, as compiled by the LRB in accordance with Wis. Stat. Ch. 35.  The Administrative Code on the 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/prefaces/toc
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/archive
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2013/related/acts/20
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Wisconsin website has been statutorily defined as prima facie evidence that it contains all Wisconsin 
administrative rules "as they purport to be" under Wis. Stat. §889.01. 
 
Since 2015, print copies of the official Wisconsin Administrative Code have been made available to a very 
few designated entities as archival copies, e.g., academic and state law libraries, at the discretion of the LRB.  
These few institutions get monthly updates in print and have agreed to maintain the superseded pages in an 
archive.  Only these archival libraries receive regular print updates from the LRB, via the Wisconsin 
Department of Administration, the current publisher of the Code.  If a non-archival institution wishes to 
order the printed Code, updates are sent once a year.  So, the electronic version is the only current, 
government version of the Wisconsin Administrative Code widely available to the public at this time.   
  
Wisconsin Administrative Register:  
Beginning January 1, 2015, the Register is no longer published in print at all and is available only online.   
Archived copies prior to 2015 are available in html and pdf formats on the Wisconsin government site, and 
only in html as of 2015.    
 
Copyright:  No copyright symbol is published on primary legal materials, but, according to the LRB, the 
legislature asserts that copyright exists in its editorial content.  
 
Universal citation:  In 1999, Wisconsin adopted a public domain citation for Court of Appeals and Supreme 
Court cases.  WI Supreme Court Rule 80.001. 
 
Current SCR 80.01 designates the Wisconsin Reports, published by Lawyers Cooperative Publishing, and the 
Wisconsin Reporter edition of the North Western Reporter published by West, as official publications. No 
electronic publication of cases has been designated as official.  Decisions available on the court websites are 
scanned PDFs of slip opinions.   
 
 
UELMA:  At this time, there is no UELMA-compliant statutory requirement in place in Wisconsin for any 
primary state legal materials.    
 


